Report from technical sessions of the e-Learning Tools parallel strand

Coordinator/ reporter: Steve Jeyes CETIS / Hull ISIS (ELF) & ASSIS (DEL)

Projects : VIRTUAL LIGHTBOX, JSMIRK,TRICS, GROUPLOG, ELEARNING ANNOTATION, OPENMENTOR

Early in projects, only 6 months duration, difficult to fully incorporate web services but are keen to explore, analyse and report on their use and suitability

However, Enterprise is being used innovatively by one project and being explored by several others - this is seen as widely applicable

Empty boxes is an issue, for example, most would like Authentication / Authorisation and  even if the actual service is not available,  they would like description of service so can use stubs etc and structure for future use / integration 

Would like population of boxes with many relevant services and descriptions from worldwide sources – would like simple exemplars of use, current use, history of usage , reviews, tips dos and don’ts etc

Liked SourceForge as a system of maintaining code but would like stronger / more explicit structures for use i.e. sustainability, versioning etc 

Provided GPL and LPGL available projects were comfortable they could use one or the other 

Discussed in some detail the nature and granularity of services 

.Boxes perhaps too big for one service 

.Granular services would be attractive perhaps even down to atomic services 

.Mini services e.g. Cache / Stores for use by RDF or sustaining Query results etc 

.Services were being used in different boxes Enterprise / RLI etc do we

.Need to abstract -there could be basic Service functionality  which could be reused in different contexts  i.e. it was felt Enerprise and RLI structures / methods could be used in different applications

.Framework could be better described using categories at top with services then perhaps being exposed as useful in multiple categories

.Open Mentor tool though to have new service possibilities not currently described in ELF  

Use of Service description (as in WSRP)  and the registry Service thought to be key for all services 

Repository services were of great interest

Projects would like a project repository service which would allow the creation and running of a repository for data projects need to run perhaps based on Plone / Zope for example 

Would like collection services to allow upload to national repositories and maintenance of state and capabilities / permissions of the user  - object last accessed etc  

These services were felt to be JISC domain services to mirror the Learning domain services 

Resource discovery service for manipulation / reuse / aggregate / disaggregate based around RELOAD 

Content Package Viewer and general presentation / player services felt to be very useful  such as the expected ability of ASSIS to playstandard content packages as well as the more advanced ones  including those with Simple Sequencing and QTI

Thought that general Web Service meetings bringing all parties ( vendors, projects, common services , JISC etc) together to share developments / ideas / strategies etc  as well as the ELF developer meetings would be very useful 

Meeting and discussions  generally felt to be very useful  -some projects had found out things that they thought would save them weeks of work  

