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JISC e-Learning Programme Newsletter 
October 05 – February 06 

This newsletter provides an update on developments in the JISC e-Learning Programme for all the projects and others interested in the Programme. This issue contains a variety of news items relating to the strands of the programme or of wider general interest.

In the last few months JISC has been planning e-learning activities which will complement those of the core work of the e-Learning Programme. This new HEFCE Spending Review Programme will largely focus on the objectives set out in HEFCE’s e-learning strategy and other key aims such as widening participation. The activities of this programme aim to support the sector in harnessing the potential of e-learning, particularly e-portfolios, e-assessment and personal learning environments, with a focus on its use to support lifelong learning. In doing this it will build directly on JISC work carried out under the Distributed e-Learning Programme, MLEs for Lifelong Learning Programme, the e-Learning Programme and the new Frameworks Programme. The HEFCE Spending Review Programme is an £11 million investment that will run for three years. HEFCW has recently agreed to contribute £1 million over two years towards the programme, allowing Welsh HEIs an opportunity to bid for project funding. The first circular will be released in April 2006.
In the meantime the core e-learning programme work continues apace - with many projects nearing completion of the initial phase (reference models, regional pilots, e-tools phase 2) a further set of projects web service toolkits and demonstrators and a new programme focusing on designing for
learning. A number of conferences  (workshops/briefings) focusing on the outcomes of the Programme will be taking place over the next few months and will highlight progress so far towards the Programme aims and the challenges ahead and will continue to provide a foundation which the institutions and the future e-learning programme can build upon.

News and Features (with RSS feeds) relating to the e-Learning Programme are also published weekly on the JISC e-Learning Focus web site (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus).  The newsletter has been compiled by Christina Smart and Sarah Holyfield who share the role of editor and journalist for the JISC e-Learning Programme. We manage the JISC e-Learning Focus web site and are part of CETIS, which is a distributed organisation, and we're based in the Research Centre for Enhancing Learning at the University of Wales, Bangor. If you have any items to include in the next edition of this newsletter please contact us at: elearningfocus@bangor.ac.uk. 
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1. Forthcoming Events 
Pedagogy Experts Group

22, Feb, 2006

Aston Business School 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_expertsfeb06.html
JISC Conference 

14, March 2006

International Convention Centre, Birmingham

This year’s theme will be Supporting Education and Research. Keynote speakers include Dr Liz Beaty, Director of Learning and Teaching, HEFCE and Clifford Lynch, Executive Director, Coalition for Networked Information.

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=conf06_home
Innovating e-Learning 2006 – Transforming Learning Experiences

27 March – 31 March 2006

The JISC online conference will appeal to all those interested in the development of sound pedagogical uses of learning technologies: practitioners, e-learning coordinators and managers in further and higher education, researchers, learning technologists, and staff developers. The programme has three themes and keynote speakers for each are now confirmed: Professor Diana Laurillard, Chair of Learning with Digital Technologies at the London Knowledge Lab. (Designing for Learning), John Stone, Chief Executive, Learning and Skills Network (Learner Experiences of e-Learning), and Professor Stephen Heppell, Learn3K Research Centre, National College of Ireland (Innovating e-Learning Practice). The plenary presentation will be given by Chris Yapp, Head of Public Sector Innovation, Microsoft, Reading.

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_conference06.html



Lifelong Learning for All Conference: e-Learning from Concept to Practice
5, June 2006
Brunei Gallery: School for Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)
This event will disseminate the key findings of seven distributed e-learning pilot projects covering the South of England. It will provide workshops for practitioners and discussion sessions focusing on cutting edge e-learning developments linked with critical issues relating to the practice of  lifelong learning.  The conference is supported by the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC). The keynote address will be given by Dr Chris Yapp (Head of Innovation at Microsoft), international specialist in lifelong learning. 

http://www.gre.ac.uk/delconf after 22nd February.  


2. Programme news 
Below is a round up of what is happening in each of the JISC e-Learning Programme strands. 

2.1 Framework and Tools Strand 
e-Framework newsletter
23, Jan 2006
Jon Mason, editor of the e-Framework for Education and Research is now circulating an email newsletter each month with details of e-framework developments. To receive a copy of the newsletter, joint the e-framework mailbase list at e-framework@jiscmail.ac.uk.

The first two newsletters are available on the e-framework web site at: 
http://www.e-framework.org/news/
Third round of toolkit projects

Tish Roberts

13, Feb 2006

A new set of toolkit projects started in February 2006. Projects will either be developing a new toolkit or an existing toolkit. 
TReCX (Tracking and Learning in E-Learning Contexts) – University of Oxford

JoinIn (Dynamic Grouping for Learning Activities) – Open University

R2Q2 (Rendering and Response processing services for QTI v2 questions, using APIS) – Southampton University

SOCKET (Service Oriented Consumer Kit for ELF tools)– Leeds University

Saving Private Data (Service based persistence for e-learning content, using ISIS)– University of Cambridge

eProfile – University of Essex

Discussion and conferencing toolkit – University of Cambridge
Second round of demonstrator projects

A second round of toolkit demonstrator projects began will start in February 2006. Further details will soon be available on the JISC web site.
MINTED (Moodle Integration with Enterprise Data, using EntSDK) – University of Sussex

CATS (Constructing Assessment using Tools and Services, using D+ and SPAID) – University of Strathclyde

Smirkboard to Perception (via Sweet.net) – Hertfordshire University

LIPID (Linking the Institutional and Personal Information Domains using Sweet.net)  – Wolverhampton University

 2.2 e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand 

Circular 01/06: Design for Learning Programme
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Ros Smith

20 Jan, 2006

A call has been issued for proposals for up to six projects implementing and evaluating tools and systems that support design for learning in a range of contexts. In addition, a project to develop a range of models of practice; a project to develop a prototype online planning tool to guide practitioners in designing effective and pedagogically sound learning activities; and a project to provide pedagogic and technical support to the other projects within this programme will also be funded, Projects are expected to last between 8 and 24 months starting no later than 1 May 2006. Deadline for proposals is 24 February 2006. Further information from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/funding_01_06.html
Planning and Evaluating Effective Practice with e-Learning workshops in collaboration with HEA
Ros Smith

20 Jan, 2006

Six workshops have been successfully completed and the remaining event is fully booked. 

The workshops use new and existing resources from the Effective Practice guide and are delivered by Helen Beetham (consultant to the e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand), Rhona Sharpe and Greg Benfield (Oxford Centre for Staff and Learning Development).  Materials from the workshops are available from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_workshopcontent.html. An evaluation report from this series of workshops will be available in spring 2006.

Evaluation of Effective Practice with e-Learning

Ros Smith

20 Jan, 2006

A formal evaluation of the publication ‘Effective Practice with e-Learning’ is underway led by Professor Tony Toole from the On-line Research Unit, University of Glamorgan. The evaluation will be completed in February 2006. Further information is available from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_evaluatepractice.html
Experts Group meeting

Ros Smith

20 Jan, 2006

The next face to face meeting of the Pedagogy Experts Group will take place on the 22 February at the Aston Business School in Birmingham from 10:30 – 16:00. The focus of this meeting will be on the Learner Experience of e-Learning, exploring early outcomes and key findings from the funded Learner Studies which will be completed this summer.


2.3 Distributed e-Learning Strand 
Reference Model projects

The six Reference model projects funded under the distributed e-Learning strand of the e-learning programme have been covering the domains of assessment, e-portfolio, learning design, personal learning environments, course specification and validation. Projects have produced briefing papers on their progress and discussed issues with other developers and domain experts at the JISC/CETIS conference “The e-Framework Conference: Priorities and Challenges for 2006” (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/features/edinburgh_conf) in November. The projects will complete in March, and a programme meeting will be held on the 21st March in London

Projects will have the opportunity to apply for continuation funding. Links to project briefing papers are below.

· e4PLL - ePortfolio for Lifelong Learning:  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elfref_notts (University Nottingham )  e4PLL Briefing paper  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/ePortfolio briefing for the 15th.doc

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elfref_mmu" 
XCRI: eXchanging Course-Related Information
 (Manchester Metropolitan University ) XCRI Briefing Paper : http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/XCRI_briefing.doc

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elfref_tvu" 
COVARM - Course Validation Reference Model
 (Thames Valley University) COVARM Briefing Paper  http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/COVARM Project summary for Sept 15-v1.pdf

· 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elfref_southhampton" 
LADIE - Learning Activity Design in Education
 (University of Southampton ) LADIE Briefing Paper http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/ladie briefing.doc
· FREMA - e-Learning Framework Reference Model for Assessment  (University of Southampton ) FREMA Briefing Paper http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/Frema  jisc briefing.doc
· Personal Learning Environments (CETIS, Bolton University ) http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=cetis_ple

Repositories
7, Feb 2006
Eight of the projects under the Digital Repositories Programme are partly funded by the distributed e-learning strand. These projects have begun work and a support team from UKOLN and CETIS is now in place to support all the 25 projects in the programme and to disseminate their work. A programme wiki has been established to share information on project developments. There is also a lively discussion list associated with the programme jisc-repositories@jiscmail.ac.uk
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=programme_digital_repositories
e-Learning Tools 2 projects
Maia Dimitrova

7, Feb 2006
The majority of the e-Learning Tools 2 projects have made good progress and have implemented improvements to their tools and extended their functionality. An example output is the advanced integration of an e-Portfolio tool with OpenOffice implemented by the i-LogBook project. The majority of the projects have also been conducting user pilots with pedagogical evaluations during the past two semesters which are due to be completed by the end of February 2006. 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=etools2
Regional Pilots – lessons learned

Sarah Davies

7, Feb 2006
An evaluation study is being carried out by Glenaffric (http://www.glenaffric.com) to synthesize the lessons learned from the regional pilot projects. The first part of this work has been to review current and recent JISC work related to the themes of the Distributed e-Learning Programme. A gap analysis is currently underway with projects, and together with the review this will highlight areas for future work.

Regional pilots – funding for sustainability and embedding
Sarah Davies

7, Feb 2006

The 21 projects are due to complete in April 2006 but projects are being invited to bid for additional funding to support embedding of projects into their institutional and regional context. Continuation projects would run until July 2007.
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/pilotsdetail.html
The British Journal for Educational Technology special issue on Collaborative E-support for Lifelong Learning

Sarah Davies

7, Feb 2006

A special issue of BJET will focus on the results of the JISC Regional Distributed e-Learning pilots will be published in October 2006. The main themes for the issue mirror the programme themes of:

· Facilitating progression

· Collaborative teaching and sharing resources across institutions

· Supporting the independent lifelong learner

There will also be a conference in June Lifelong learning for all:e-learning from concept to practice to be held in London.

Further details of the special issue is available at:

http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/journal.asp?ref=0007-1013&site=1

2.4 e-Learning and Innovation Strand 
Designing Learning Spaces for Effective Learning

Ros Smith

20 Jan, 2006

A second publication from the JISC e-Learning and Innovation Strand is now under production. The guide contains examples of innovative learning space designs together with a set of guidelines for senior managers. Its aim is to provide the post-16 sector with a short guide to essential considerations when designing learning spaces that will support effective learning. ‘Designing Learning Spaces for Effective Learning’ will be launched at the JISC Conference on 14 March 2006. 

Large scale implementation of innovative technologies
Ros Smith

20 Jan, 2006

Following the release of Circular 6/05 in August, a large number of high quality expressions of interest in working on a large scale implementation of an innovative technology have been received. Three projects have been invited for further discussion to be finalised in early February. Further information can be found at http://www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_projects.html
3. e-Learning Transformation Programme in Scotland 
Lou McGill

13, Feb, 2006

Six projects funded by the Scottish Funding Council aim to achieve significant changes in culture and practice in participating FE and HE institutions. Nearing the end of the first year these projects are working closely together to share early outcomes and solutions to common problems. The projects had useful programme meetings in York with the Distributed e-Learning regional pilot projects and in Stirling to share early outcomes, discuss the nature of transformation, identify methods for cross-project communication and identify dissemination strategies. All six projects will be giving a short presentation focussing on technical issues at the CETIS Educational Content Special Interest Group meeting being held at the University of Strathclyde on the 17th March (http://www.cetis.ac.uk/members/educational_content/meetings). Further details of the projects are below:

BlendEd Project

A collaborative FE project, which aims to introduce a pedagogically sound blended delivery model within HNC Social Care and HND Business. The emphasis will be on producing a practical working model which clearly demonstrates the benefits for institutions and their students.

http://www.blend-ed.ac.uk/
CELLS Project (Collaborative e-Learning in the Life Sciences)

A cross-sector project which aims to design and develop a set of coherent and rational curricula for degree and Higher National programmes in Life Sciences and establish a major project in transformation to student based learning within the Life Sciences

www.cellsproject.org
ECTP (e-Construction Transformation Project)

The project intendeds to transform the nature of the learning process for both students and tutors by introducing a blend of innovative, high quality and appropriate learning experiences to underpin the delivery and achievement of SQA SVQ, N and HN qualifications in FE construction education.

http://www.learndirectandbuild.com/Transformation/course5.htm
ISLE Project (Individualised Support for Learning Through ePortfolios)
The project aims to develop a sustainable model of effective FE/HE collaboration to move the concept of PDP forward to a new level through the integration of the various blended learning tools (e.g. VLEs, ePortfolios, and diagnostic assessment tools) and by developing an individualised, self-reflective learning environment for students.

http://isle.paisley.ac.uk
REAP Project (Reengineering Assessment Practices)
This project aims to pilot transformational change based on the implementation of technology-enhanced assessment practices in HE. A range of technologies will be harnessed to support assessment reengineering in blended learning contexts (involving online and offline interactions).

 www.reap.ac.uk
TESEP Project (Transforming and Enhancing the Student Experience Through Pedagogy)

A cross-sector project which aims to create a sustainable transformation process for learning and teaching practice.  The Project Partners plan to pool collective knowledge and experience to create situations where College and University staff can better understand e-pedagogy and work collaboratively to create innovative and high quality learning environments, programmes and learning experiences for students.  This Project is about culture change. 

http://extranet.lauder.ac.uk/tesep
For further information regarding these projects visit www.jisc.ac.uk/elearning_sfc.html
4. MLEs for Lifelong Learning programme 

New legal study report
Lisa Gray

7, Feb 2006

The JISC 'Legal Study to Explore the Legal and Records Management Issues Relating to the Concept of the Lifelong Learner Record' has produced a new report which outlines the results of a consultation of selected professional associations on national developments regarding lifelong learner records and e-portfolios. A selection of professional bodies were interviewed about their perceptions of the legal issues relevant to e-portfolios / lifelong learner records; their particular areas of legal concern; benefits they envisage gaining and risks involved in entering into formal co-operation with the education sector in this area. The report is available from:

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/Prof_Assoc_Concerns.pdf
New guidance on e-portfolios

Lisa Gray

7, Feb 2005

Four new guidance papers have been produced by Helen Richardson and Rob Ward of the Centre for Recording Achievement (CRA), for JISC. These are based on the original 'Getting what you want: Implementing PDP through e-portfolio' paper (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/Guidance_final.doc) which aimed to provide generic guidance to institutions on the sorts of questions and issues to think about when considering implementing an e-portfolio.

The new papers provide guidance for specific professional groups:

1. A starting point for technical managers in HE:

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/Guidance_tech.doc 

2. A starting point for MIS managers in HE:

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/Guidance_MIS.doc
3. A starting point for students in HE:

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/Guidance_student.doc 

4. A starting point for Personal Development Planning (PDP) practitioners in

HE: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/Guidance_PDP.doc
The practicability of ePortfolio for Lifelong Learning

Peter Rees Jones
16 Jan, 2006

A discussion paper about how using the e-Framework is helping the e-portfolio reference model project to break the complex problems around individuals moving between institutions into smaller, simpler problems that can be modelled.

http://www.e-framework.org/news/copy_of_newsletter2
5.1 Other e-Learning Focus News 
Below is a small selection of other new items that have appeared recently on the JISC e-Learning Focus web site (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus). 
Tools for the e-Learning Framework – a workshop from the TELCERT project 

01 Feb, 2006 

This workshop introduced participants in the e-Learning Framework projects and the broader JISC community to the tools developed by the TELCERT project, and designed to manipulate content and schemas from IMS and other organisations.
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/news_folder/telcert

Adopt a Brick!

31 Jan, 2006 

A report from the e-Framework for Learning and Research service factorisation meeting in London on the 24th January.
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/news_folder/brickmeeting

New European project develops a service oriented approach to competence based lifelong learning 

27 Jan, 2006 

January 9th saw the beginning of the second project-wide meeting of the TENCompetence Project, a new 4-year EU-funded project led by the Open University of the Netherlands, which intends to ‘develop a technical and organisational infrastructure for lifelong competence development’. 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/news_folder/tencompnews

Pedagogical Vocabularies Reports available 

16 Jan, 2006 

Two final reports have been published by the JISC Pedagogical Vocabularies Project, which has looked at the development and use of vocabularies in UK post-16 education sector.

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/news_folder/vocareports

The Virtual Learning Environment takes it personally 

16 Jan, 2006 

Derek Morrison interviews Oleg Liber about the Personal Learning Environments project. There is a podcast of the interview and a discussion about how PLEs will disrupt the current status quo of our educational institutions. 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/news_folder/olegonauricle


e-Framework Curriculum XML Schema released

09 Jan, 2006 

The XCRI project, in conjunction with Ben Ryan of the Pathways4Progression Regional Pilot, has released version 1.0 of the E-Framework Curriculum XML Schema. 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/news_folder/xcrischema

Toolkit and demonstrator projects share experience 

26 Oct, 2005

A meeting took place of the Toolkit and Demonstrator projects funded under the Frameworks and Tools strand of the e-Learning Programme in London at the LSE on 5th Oct 2005.
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/news_folder/news_item.2005-10-22.8301813876

E-Framework Reference Models Projects meet in London 

28 Sep, 2005
A meeting of the JISC funded E-Framework Reference Models Projects took place at Imperial College London on 15th Sept.

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/news_folder/refmodmeeting
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5.2 JISC e-Learning Focus Features 
(October 05 – February 2006)
The SLeD project: Investigating Learning Design and Services

Martin Weller, 
08 Feb, 2006 

Martin Weller from the Open University discusses the reusability rationale behind the SLeD (Learning Design integration software toolkit) project and the challenges that arise from integrating IMS Learning Design with a service oriented approach.Bottom of Form
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/features/sledproject
Developing Standards based e-Learning Tools
Christina Smart

17 Jan, 2006

The Distributed e-Learning (DeL) strand of the e-Learning Programme is funding the development of innovative, standards based, open source tools for students and teachers which aim to provide new opportunities for learning. This article looks at the rationale behind these projects and the tools that are being produced.
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/features/etools

Assessment Web Services Projects
Rowin Young

09 Jan, 2006
Assessment is a relatively mature e-learning area so its not surprising that there have been a number of successful JISC funded web service projects in this domain. In this article Rowin Young co-ordinator of the CETIS Assessment Special Interest Group discusses why assessment is important for the student learning experience with the aid of two scenarios and summarises the progress of some of the web service projects to date.
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/features/assessmentws

Managing quality and improving efficiency in the course validation process

Balbir Barn
09 Dec, 2005
Professor Balbir Barn’s article discusses the COVARM reference model project and how the approach they are taking will help institutions who are facing increasingly large bureaucratic demands.

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/features/covarmbriefing

The community sets priorities for the e-Framework

Sarah Holyfield and Christina Smart

08 Dec, 2005
The second JISC/CETIS Conference was held at Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh, on the 15th and 16th November. This, now annual, conference brings together many of the development community, particularly those working on JISC funded projects, along with domain experts and policy makers from further afield including the United States, Australia, New Zealand, and the Netherlands.

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/features/edinburgh_conf

Lost in Translation: Getting teachers and techies talking 
Christina Smart & Sarah Holyfield

08 Nov, 2005
A report from the Connecting Teachers and Technologists (Joint CETIS Enterprise SIG and CETIS Pedagogy Forum) meeting held in Manchester in the 18th October 2005. The focus of this meeting was on developing an understanding between the two communities and looking at the question of how teaching and learning can more closely inform technical developments.

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/features/translation


Large Scale deployment of web services at London Met

Christina Smart

25 Oct, 2005

There are as yet relatively few examples of web services being used on a large scale in an educational institution. Like other universities the newly formed London Metropolitan University faces the challenge of managing information located across different systems and departments. In response London Met have embarked on a cross-institutional project to integrate information from many of the university MIS systems, such as student records and finance systems using a service oriented approach. We talked to Paul Walk the Enterprise Information Integration (EII) Service Oriented Architecture project manager.

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/features/wsatlondonmet
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