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This newsletter provides an update on developments over the last few months in the JISC e-Learning Programme for all the projects and others interested in the Programme. 

Recent Developments

Tish Roberts, Programme Director, 07/07

The last six months has seen a period of rapid change for the programme. £11.5 million is being invested in e-Learning through the Capital Programme. The fourth and final call of which will be open on the 27th July 2007 (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/capital).

There are many challenging and complex dimensions to the adoption of e-learning. In order to realise its vision, the e-Learning Programme is now taking a multi-dimensional approach, in which five areas of development activity are enhanced with three cross-cutting themes. 

There are a number of issues that have been identified as priorities by the community, and by the HEFCE and DfES e-Learning Strategies, and these are reflected in five activity areas -

· e-Assessment

· e-Portfolios 

· Learning Resources and Activities 

· e-Administration for Learning and Teaching
· Technology Enhanced Learning Environments

These areas vary in their maturity, both in terms of how they are understood, and the stability of the technology and standards that have been developed at this stage in time. The programme is focussing development work in these areas, and in the process will identify priorities, build on work that has already taken place, and support future planning activities.

In order to be successful, the adoption of technology should be integrated at strategic, technical and business levels as well as at the level of learning and teaching practice. The programme is addressing this by underpinning its work with three thematic areas - 

· Strategy and Policy

· Learning and Teaching Practice 

· Technology and Standards

The last six months has also seen an expansion of the e-Learning Team within JISC, and we have some new Programme Managers.  Responsibilities of the Programme Managers for activity areas and cross cutting themes are now as follows:

· e-Assessment - Myles Danson and Lou McGill
· e-Portfolios - Lisa Gray – 

· Learning Resources and Activities - David Kernohan and Lou McGill

· e-Administration for learning and teaching - Sarah Davies
· Technology Enhanced Learning Environments - Heather Williamson

· Strategy and Policy - David Kernohan
· Learning and Teaching Practice - Sarah Knight 

· Technology and Standards - Myles Danson

This newsletter provides items of interest for each of the programme activity areas, and also includes information on features that have appeared on the JISC e-Learning Focus website http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus. The newsletter has been compiled by Christina Smart and Sarah Holyfield who share the role of editor and journalist for the JISC e-Learning Programme, we are based in JISC CETIS and as part of this role we manage the JISC e-Learning Focus web site. 
If you have any items you would like us to include in the next edition of this newsletter please contact us at: elearningfocus@bolton.ac.uk . 
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1. Forthcoming events

ALT-C 2007: Beyond control 
4-6/09/07, 
East Midland Conference Centre Nottingham, UK 
http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2007


JISC Programme Meeting

10-11/10/07
An opportunity for new and existing projects to come together to discuss programme wide issues.

JISC project support dates: see

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/media/documents/programmes/elearning_capital/dates.doc



Serious Virtual Worlds

13-14/9/07

The launch event for the Serious Games Institute

Coventry University Techno Centre.
http://www.seriousvirtualworlds.net/
Scottish Funding Council e-Learning Transformation Programme Dissemination event, 
26/9/07

Stirling, Scotland 
Further details available soon
EiFEL European e-Portfolio conference, 
17 – 19/10/07

Maastricht, Holland, 

http://events.eife-l.org/ep2007 


FE Practitioners Conference 2007
11/10/2007
The National College for School Leadership, Nottingham.
http://www.alt.ac.uk/docs/oct11flyer.pdf
Learning Design Bash

23/10/07

Birmingham
Further details available soon
Pedagogy Experts Meeting

24/10/2007

Birmingham

Further details available soon
JISC CETIS Conference
20-21/11/07

The Lakeside Centre, Aston University

More details soon

Online Educa

28 – 30/11/07

Berlin

http://www.online-educa.com/
2. Programme news
2.1 e-Assessment


e-Assessment QTI2 Tools Development 
Myles Danson 05/07 
Three new technical development projects have been funded to produce and test three open source software tools / systems implementing the QTI2.1 Specification. The systems to be developed include an Item authoring tool, Item bank Software and an Assessment delivery tool. The tools will be demonstrated in action on test data live from the developers own site. A downloadable product that can be installed and run from other sites will be produced. 
Further information can be found at:
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_elearning_capital/eassessment.aspx 

2.2 e-Portfolio
Regional Pilots and SFC projects
Lisa Gray 07/07

The bulk of the projects working in the e-portfolio area have been part of the Distributed e-Learning Regional Pilot programme, where multi-partner projects have been looking at the use of e-portfolio systems and related technologies in a range of contexts, but all with a focus on supporting widening participation and lifelong learning. See http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_edistributed/pilotsdetail.aspx for further details. These projects are all coming to an end this summer; a series of case studies and stories will be captured from these projects around their experiences. 

The Scottish Funding Council projects are also drawing to a close this summer. The ISLE project (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning_sfc/sfc_isle.aspx) focused on transforming education through the exploration of tools to support PDP and reflection. They are currently collating their story of transformation.

Capital funded projects

Lisa Gray 07/07

A round of new projects started up in September last year, with a focus on implementing and evaluating the cross-institutional use of e-learning to support lifelong learning. Eight of these projects are working in the e-portfolio area, see http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_elearning_capital/el_xinstit.aspx for further details. Many of these are building on the work of the regional pilots, for example SOLVS at Chester University is building on the Learning Matrix project to develop tools and infrastructure to support skills audit, course choice, and application for work-based learning within three Lifelong Learning Networks. Another is investigating supporting APEL processes and submission, and another is extending a JISC-funded HORUS tool to support better reflection in dentistry and pharmacy. 

Starting in March this year, nine projects have been funded which focus on the use of technology to support learners in FE colleges delivering HE. Five projects are exploring learners’ use of e-portfolio and related technologies, with most looking at how learners can be supported in the work-place to reflect on their work, and share those reflections with peers, tutors and mentors. See http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_elearning_capital/el_heinfe.aspx for further details. 

2.3 Learning Resources and Activities

Design for Learning Programme

Ros Smith and Sarah Knight, 06/07

The programme expects to produce a large number of learning designs over the next few months as the projects draw to an end together with valuable information on the use of learning design tools. The Experts Group meeting on 24 October will be focusing on the outcomes from these projects and will also offer opportunities to discuss future plans and next steps for the programme. A ‘Design Bash’ is being planned in October for the project teams to review sharing and re-use of the learning designs.

For more details of the aims of the projects and the Design for Learning programme, please visit http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning_pedagogy/elp_designlearn.aspx
2.4 e-Administration for Learning and Teaching

Sarah Davies, 3/07/07

Recent work of JISC in this area falls under the following themes:

· The use of technology to support admissions to higher education

· Course management: specification, validation and description

· Support of lifelong learning

· Technical toolkits and demonstrators (enterprise services)

The use of technology to support admissions to higher education

Sarah Davies, 3/07/07

The Schwartz review of admissions
 welcomed the move by UCAS towards fully online applications, and the potential offered by the electronic application form to include contextual information about an applicant’s economic and educational background, and to use course-specific prompts to help applicants structure their personal statement.

While 98.5% of applications to HE made through UCAS are currently made online and UCAS member institutions receive data electronically, many HEIs rely on printed electronic information in order to manage admissions decisions. JISC and UCAS are working in partnership to assist HEIs to make more effective use of electronic information by means of the web services and toolkits now becoming available. Uses of this information recommended by the Schwartz report include recording admissions decisions, providing feedback to applicants and monitoring the process.

JISC has funded a small number of projects to explore how technology can be used to support improved admissions practices. Approaches to be piloted, in partnership with UCAS, include applicants’ use of e-portfolios to support the preparation and submission of their application, and the use of structured entry profiles. Studies have also been funded into the use of technology to support applicants throughout decision-making and application, and to provide feedback to applicants. A further study is exploring measures of fairness in admissions.

Further information is available at: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_elearning_capital/admissions.aspx 

Course management: specification, validation and description

Sarah Davies, 3/07/07

JISC has funded a number of projects to explore, describe and pilot new approaches to aspects of the course management lifecycle, from specification through validation to description and course advertising.

The administrative processes associated with course management – including course development, validation, advertising, review and quality assurance – are often carried out in a number of different places within an institution (or across more than one institution in the case of joint provision.) This often results in data about courses and their validation residing in more than one place, leading to difficulties with version control and authority and currency of data. Potential learners can also have difficulty accessing appropriate information about courses available to them, for example all part-time courses on a given subject in their area.

Projects in this area include the exploration of business processes around course specification and validation, including the use of software tools to support the delivery of these business processes. Another strand of work has focussed on the development of a draft specification for course description, known as XCRI. The motivation for this is to make it easier for institutions to publish accurate information about learning opportunities and share this information with a number of interested parties such as partner institutions, UCAS, learners, information, advice and guidance services and course planners.

This draft specification was a result of grass roots demand from the sector and has already enjoyed considerable success and take-up. A number of small projects are now trialling and feeding back on the draft specification, in order to refine it.

Further information is available at: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_elearning_capital/courseinfo.aspx 

Support of lifelong learning

Sarah Davies, 3/07/07

From the learner’s point of view, there are many administrative ‘hassles’ involved in moving from one institution to another, or with trying to study at two places at the same time, or study and work. Much of the work carried out by the MLEs for Lifelong Learning Programme and the Distributed e-Learning Regional Pilots was around lowering administrative barriers to progression, and making it easier for learners to find out about, apply for, and take up appropriate learning opportunities, and transfer relevant data between institutions. The new projects on the cross-institutional use of e-learning to support lifelong learning funded through the e-Learning Capital Programme build on this work.

Further information:

MLEs for Lifelong learning: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus/mle


Regional pilots: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/pilotsdetail.html
Cross-institutional use of e-learning for lifelong learners: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/el_xinstit
Technical toolkits and demonstrators (enterprise services)

Sarah Davies, 3/07/07

A number of the technical toolkit and demonstrator projects funded under the Framework and Tools strand of the e-Learning Programme have supported administration and the joining-up of systems. Many of these have been working around the IMS Enterprise Services specification, looking at transferring information about individuals and groups. Current projects in this area are looking at the logging and transfer of assessment marks, services to support distribution of documents to groups and group calendaring, and services to support the evaluation of courses by students.

Further information is available at:

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning_framework/toolkit.aspx 



2.5 Technology Enhanced Learning Environments

Innovative Practice Workshops

Ros Smith and Sarah Knight, 26/06/07

A pilot workshop, “Planning and Implementing Innovative Practice with Mobile and Wireless Technologies”, took place in January in partnership with the Higher Education Academy and related Centres for Excellence in Learning and Teaching (CETLs). With feedback from the pilot, a series of workshops took place between March and April in London, Leicester, Bristol and Salford.  The programme for these successful workshops was based around the ‘Innovative Practice with e-Learning’ publication. 

Details of the programme and workshop materials, which include an accessibility activity, effective practice planners and scenarios, can be downloaded and used for further staff development activities. Please visit http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning_innovation/eli_innov_wksp.aspx
Report on the management of large open plan spaces for learning and teaching

Ros Smith and Sarah Knight, 26/06/07

A report on the management of large open plan spaces for learning and teaching will be available in August. The report and associated case studies will form part of the infoKit, ‘Planning and Designing Technology-Rich Learning Spaces’, available from JISC infoNet at http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/infokits/learning-space-design
2.6 New projects
A full list of all the recent projects funded under the e-Learning Capital Programme can be found on the JISC web site at:

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_elearning_capital.aspx  
2.7 Other Programme News

2.7.1 Digital Repositories Programme


Sharing e-learning materials using Web2.0

Neil Jacobs, 19/06/07
Two recent reports highlight the potential and challenges in using Web2.0 technologies, such as Flickr and Slideshare, for sharing eLearning content. A recent report from the SPIRE project describes a major survey that identified who is using what in this area. A report on Web2.0 and institutional policy and practice then describes some of the ways in which Web2.0 technologies are being used in institutions and the policy and practice issues that need to be addressed.
 
SPIRE:http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_digital_repositories/project_spire.aspx



Web2.0 and policy:http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_digital_repositories/project_web2_and_policy.aspx

2.7.2 Learner Experiences
Phase 2 projects
Ros Smith and Sarah Knight, 06/07
Phase 2 of the Learner Experiences of e-Learning theme runs until February 2009. Details of Phase 2 projects – the project partners, the focus of the research and the intended outcomes – are given below.

	Project
	Description

	BLUPS 

University of Warwick University of Northumbria
	The Students’ Blending Learning User Patterns  project is exploring the e-learning experiences of disabled learners within one institution

	e4L 

Northampton University Northampton College. Northamptonshire Adult and Community Learning
	The ‘e-Learning for learners’ (e4L) project will look at learners on 7 key modules throughout the three institutions using semi-structured interviews to better understand how learners experience and participate in e-learning

	LEAD 

University of Edinburgh
	The Learner Experiences across the Disciplines project aims to capture aspects of the whole learning experience, including the role played by technology, during students’ first year at University

	LEXDIS 

University of Southampton
	The Disabled Learners’ Experiences of e-learning  project will explore the e-learning experiences of disabled learners within one institution to increase our understanding of the many complex issues and interactions introduced by disabled learners’ requirements.

	PB-LXP
The Open University
	The Learners’ experiences of blended learning environments in a practice-based context project focuses on students studying work-based courses and  students experience and use of technologies in different locations


	STROLL 

University of Hertfordshire & Hertfordshire Regional College (Longitudinal study)
	The STudent Reflections On Lifelong eLearning project will provide a longitudinal view of learning journeys across two years and three academic cohorts; from FE students through to graduating students at the end of their 3 year BSc/BA programme.

	THEMA 

Oxford University Computing Services
	The Exploring the Experiences of Master’s Students in Technology-Rich Environments project will be conducting an institutional study of students engaged in full-time and part-time Master’s degree programmes.


Learner Experiences Support and Synthesis project

Ros Smith and Sarah Knight, 06/07

The Learner Experiences Project Support and Synthesis team is led by Oxford Brookes University. The project’s aim is to provide ongoing expert guidance to the Phase 2 projects via a series of workshops and visits, with resource collation and inter-project communication through the use of a wiki.

A complementary programme of work on learner experiences run by the Higher Education Academy commences on 1 September, focusing on the HE student experience of learning within an institutional context. The Higher Education Academy and JISC have forged links to ensure the work of the two programmes is complementary.

Further information about these projects is available from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning_pedagogy/elp_learnerexperience.aspx 

In Their Own Words
Ros Smith, 06/07
A new publication synthesising the outcomes of Phase 1 of the Learner Experiences of e-Learning theme will be launched at ALT-C on 4 September. ‘In Their Own Words’ will include a CD-ROM containing all reports published under Phase 1, five short guides summarising the outcomes for different roles and sectors, and five video case studies. Copies of the guide can be pre-ordered by emailing publications@jisc.ac.uk

Further details are available from http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_learneroutcomes
2.7.3 Innovating e-Learning 2007
Ros Smith,06/07
‘Innovating e-Learning 2007’, the second JISC online conference, took place between 11-14 June and attracted over 320 UK and international delegates and presenters. The conference themes this year were Institutional Transformation and Supporting Lifelong Learning and the wide ranging programme included one session in the 3-D virtual world, Second Life. 

Preliminary examination of the feedback indicates that the conference was a great success. Summaries from the four days of the conference can be found online at http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news


2.7.4 e-Learning Transformation Projects

Lou McGill, 9/06/07

The six e-Learning Transformation Projects funded by the Scottish Funding council (SFC) are drawing to a close. Significant dissemination has already been started by individual projects as well as at a programme-wide level.

Last year a symposium on transformation was held at ALT-C and a very lively debate discussed the various merits and challenges of taking  an evolutionary or revolutionary approach to transforming institutional practice through e-Learning. This year will see a follow-on ALT-C symposium entitled 'Are we ready for learners in control' which promises to be equally stimulating.

Several of the projects presented at the JISC online conference in June this year as Theme One focussed on institutional transformation. All of the projects have grappled with the concept of transformation and what it means in their own contexts. A wide range of models and approaches to transformation have emerged and so have some interesting ways of measuring this, which compliment the models used by the HE Academy Pathfinder projects.

Projects are due to finish over the next few months and a conference will be held on the 26th September in Scotland which aims to stimulate a dialogue between the institutions involved in the projects, Scottish FE and HE communities and key agencies to identify how the sector can overcome the challenges and barriers and work together towards transformation. Each project is producing a series of stories which will be brought together in a JISC/SFC pack which will be launched at the conference. These will also be available on the JISC and SFC websites.

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearning_sfc.html
2.7.5 Regional Pilots continuation

Sarah Davies, 3/07/07

The Distributed e-learning regional pilots, which started in early 2005, were given flexibility in choosing how quickly to spend their continuation funding, so have finish dates between September 06 and the end of July 09. Some have therefore finished and reported, whereas others are just writing their final reports. Glenaffric Ltd are extending their original evaluation and synthesis study to cover the continuation phase, and will produce their final report in October.
As part of the evaluation and synthesis activity, the projects were brought together for a two-day programme meeting in March to discuss their experiences and highlight key messages. The outputs from the day were captured in a wiki, and also formed the basis for a paper ‘How can you pilot lifelong learning?’ written by Mark Johnson (University of Bolton, MANSLE project) and Sarah Davies (JISC programme manager), presented at the JISC online conference on 11-14 June.
More information is available at: 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/pilotsdetail 


2.7.6 New HE in FE projects

Lisa Gray, 29/06/07

Nine projects have been funded in the HE in FE strand of the e-Learning Capital Programme. These projects started in March 07, and are exploring over two years the use of technologies to enhance the learners experience on HE courses delivered in the college. The projects are investigating a range of themes, with many looking to better support learners in the workplace. These themes include enhancing existing assessment practices, supporting reflection and PDP, and exploring the use of mobile technologies and social software to support learners and tutors.  

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/programme_elearning_capital/el_heinfe.aspx



2.7.7 The Higher Education Academy/JISC collaboration
Jo Smedley, 4/07/07

The Academy/JISC collaboration is continuing to progress, linking with staff in the respective executive bodies, JISC Services, Subject Centres, units and teams funded through the two organisations.   

With a cross organizational focus, the team has spent time analyzing and understanding the individual strengths of the partners, visiting existing collaborations in action and considering ways to communicate and support collaborative opportunities.  To widen cross organizational understanding, presentations have been given at events at the Academy and JISC to provide knowledge exchange at all levels on each organization and its aims and objectives.  To progress this further, a programme of scheduled visits by the Collaboration Team to JISC Services teams is planned during July and September to raise awareness of existing work.  In association with each visit, representatives from Subject Centres and RSCs located close by will be invited to attend a "Regional Network Workshop" hosted at the respective Services.
2.7.8 Synthesis and Evaluation of Reference Models 
Myles Danson, 05/07
A six month project has been funded to examine the six recent reference models (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning_framework/refmodelssept05.aspx). The project will collate the approaches and outputs into a preserved collection that can be easily accessed, make recommendations on the approaches used, originate an advice and guidance document on how to use Domain Maps to support the design, development and implementation of an ICT system to support the delivery of Learning & Teaching, synthesise the work into a coherent and accessible whole as well as evaluate the programme and make further recommendations. 
Details of the synthesis study is available at:
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/whatwedo/programmes/elearning_framework/elf_ref_synthesis.aspx
3.0 News from JISC Infonet

JISC-funded project Using the CAMEL model to identify tangible benefits of e-learning
Jacquie Kelly, 9/07/07

JISC InfoNet (http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/), ALT (http://www.alt.ac.uk)and 9 Academy Subject Centres (http://www.heacademy.ac.uk/) are working with 16 university partners to identify tangible benefits of e-learning under the themes of e-portfolios, e-assessment, e-administration, learning resources and activities, technology-supported learning environments, and using technology to teach. Using a variation on the CAMEL model (http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/camel), partners are using a Wiki to collaborate on the production of the case studies prior to a face-to-face workshop. The workshop will enable partners to showcase their case studies with colleagues acting as critical friends. By following the model it is anticipated that approximately 25 information-rich case studies will be available to the community in the early Autumn 2007.

4.0 Features from e-Learning Focus

A selection from the period January – July 2007
JISC Next Generation Environments Conference 

Sarah Holyfield, 18/7/07 

The Next Generation Environments Conference held at Aston Business School on 27 April 2007 explored the role of new technologies and next generation environments in higher education. The conference was aimed at senior policy-makers and influencers in the area of learning, teaching and research within higher education institutions.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/nextgenevent
Evaluating the Toolkits and Demonstrators projects 

Christina Smart, 12/07/07 

Wilbert Kraan and Scott Wilson from JISC CETIS review the 22 JISC toolkit and 12 toolkit demonstrator projects completed to date. One of the findings is that a strong developer community is a vital part of sustaining and building on any individual toolkit or demonstrator project. Another is that these smaller projects were successful in building up open-source development capacity and soa expertise in UK universities and colleges.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/toolkitsreview
Opening the Door to Learner Participation in Projects 

Paul Richardson and Graham Hall, 20/06/07 

The beneficiaries of institutional projects are often the students, but how often do we ask them about what they want out of a project? In putting together a bid to JISC, Paul Richardson and Graham Hall from Coleg Harlech asked a small group of students about the social software technologies they were using and why. The answers provide an interesting snapshot of the student experience at Coleg Harlech.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/learnerpartic
Resources on writing successful JISC bids 

Christina Smart, 15/5/07 

The current JISC capital call for projects closes on the 21st June so for many this is a time of frenzied bid writing. But what makes a proposal successful? With success rates for JISC proposals sometimes as low as 10% bid writers will be keen to know what will make their proposal stand out from the crowd. We’ve pulled together a number of resources from the JISC and the RSCs about how to write that winning bid.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/bidwriting



Educational Content SIG and Pedagogy Forum meeting report 

Christina Smart, 04/05/07 

Liverpool Hope University hosted the joint JISC CETIS Educational Content Special Interest Group and Pedagogy Forum meeting last week which focused on the JISC Design for Learning programme (D4L). There were updates on the two Pedagogy Planner projects three projects at Liverpool Hope which are using the IMS LD specification, and reports were given on LAMS version 2 and the TENCompetence project.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/ecsigandpedforum



Report from the JISC e-Framework for Education and Research workshop 

Christina Smart and Sarah Holyfield, 02/04/07 

A report from the JISC e-Framework for Education and Research workshop which took place on February 12th at the Aston Business School Conference Centre where projects were updated on the latest e-Framework developments.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/eFrameworkworkshop


Report from the JISC conference 2007 
Christina Smart, 20/03/07  

Developments in the e-Learning Programme were well represented at last week's JISC conference. Of particular interest was the announcement of a JISC Enterprise Working Group to evaluate The Open Group Architecture Framework for HE and FE.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/feature.2007-03-20.2085249432



PyAssess Project: a toolkit for QTI2 migration 

Steve Lay, 14/03/07 

Steve Lay talks about the PyAssess project in the e-assessment domain which aimed to create an IMS QTI v2 compliant assessment system using Python and a means of migrating content between QTI versions 1 and 2. In the article Steve details the language incompatibilities that arose during the project and suggests that web services may provide the answer allowing: "better defined web services may help applications to break out of their language community silos".

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/pyassess


Developing an SOA at SUNY; Lessons learned 

Christina Smart, 23/01/07 

We spoke to Patrick Masson former Director of Technology for the SUNY Learning Network about what happened when they tried to implement a Service Oriented Architecture at the State University of New York, an institution with 64 campuses, 30,000 faculty and 414,000 students. Patrick reflects on the lessons he’s learned and how he plans to implement Service Oriented Architectures in his new role as CIO at SUNY Delhi College of Technology. It’s quite a long interview but will be of great interest to anyone thinking about implementing SOA in their institution.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/masson



Using Ontologies to Support the Sharing of Learning Resources 

Michael Gardner, 16/01/07 

Michael Gardner describes the development of DELTA, a tool for practitioners which enables them to submit, search and retrieve distributed resources, based on standardized metadata and identified pedagogical contexts. This article will be of interest to those following the current debates around pedagogic ontologies versus folksonomies.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/delta
� Stephen Schwartz, 2004. Fair admissions to higher education: recommendations for good practice. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.admissions-review.org.uk/downloads/finalreport.pdf" ��http://www.admissions-review.org.uk/downloads/finalreport.pdf�
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