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JISC e-Learning Programme Newsletter 
March 06 – July 06
This newsletter provides an update on developments over the last few months in the JISC e-Learning Programme for all the projects and others interested in the Programme. 

The summer of 2006 sees a shift in the e-Learning Programme, and whilst the core work of the programme will continue to focus on learning and teaching, technology and standards, a number of significant changes and developments have taken place.  Firstly, there has been a change at the top, Paul Bailey has left for pastures new, and Tish Roberts has taken over as the new Programme Director. Secondly, the main work of the Distributed e-Learning Programme is coming to an end. The e-l aspect of the new Capital Programme
 which will build on some of this experience, will be exploring the outputs of the core e-learning work in a range of different contexts such as the inter-institutional and regional environment, supporting lifelong learning, and institutional transformation. Thirdly, the international e-Framework for Education and Research has become part of the landscape.
These changes have allowed for some reflection to take place on the achievements of the e-Learning Programme so far. Interest has grown in considering a number of themes as a focus for development, such as e-portfolio, e-assessment, design for learning, personal learning environments and service oriented approaches to technical development.  
All the work of the e-Learning Programme is funded through the JISC Committee for Learning and Teaching (JLT) and in the next newsletter we will explain more about how this process takes place.
This newsletter provides items of interest for each of the programme strands, and also includes information on news and features that have appeared on the JISC e-Learning Focus website http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus . The newsletter has been compiled by Sarah Holyfield and Christina Smart who share the role of editor and journalist for the JISC e-Learning Programme, we are based in CETIS and as part of this role we manage the JISC e-Learning Focus web site. 
If you have any items you would like us to include in the next edition of this newsletter please contact us at: elearningfocus@bangor.ac.uk . 
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1. Forthcoming events

Pedagogy Experts Group Meeting dates
The date of the remaining meeting for 2006 is Thursday 26 October 2006 

Lakeside Centre, Aston University, Birmingham.

Dates for the meetings in 2007 - 
27 February 2007

27 June 2007

24 October 2007
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elearning_experts 

Planning and Designing Technology-Rich Learning Spaces – Four Workshops 
From Ros Smith 30/6/6

Four national events on learning space design in partnership with the Higher Education Academy and JISC InfoNet are to take place July-September, based around the JISC guide ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’. http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/infokits/learning-space-design.

They will be of interest to senior managers in higher education with responsibility for space planning and management, including pro vice-chancellors, directors, deans of faculty and departmental heads, university registrars, and strategic planning managers

17 July – University of Warwick

21 July – University of Hertfordshire

25 July – Glasgow Caledonian University

21 September – University of East London 

For more information and a registration form go to www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_spacesevents.html
 
ALT-C 2006 – The Next Generation

More information and registration - http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2006/ 
Researching and Evaluating Personal Development Planning and e-Portfolios. The first international residential seminar, to be held in the Oxford Belfry, Oxfordshire, UK, 9th - 11th October 2006

The Higher Education Academy (UK) and JISC (the Joint Information Systems Committee (UK) in association with: the National Coalition for Electronic Portfolio Research (USA)

and the SURF Foundation (NL) 

Presented by the Centre for Recording Achievement (UK) (an Associate Centre of the Higher Education Academy (UK))
For proposals and booking contact Gail Young gail@recordingachievement.org
JISC-CETIS Conference 
This conference will be held on 14th and 15th of November 2006 at the Lowry Museum, Manchester. 
Details later.
Online Educa Berlin 2006: 12th International Conference on Technology Supported Learning and Training
From 29th November  -  1st December 

http://www.online-educa.com/ 
2. Programme news

Below is a round up of what is happening in each of the JISC e-Learning Programme strands.

2.1 Distributed e-Learning Programme

Sarah Davies
Many of the projects funded under the Distributed e-Learning Programme are now finished or nearing completion. The last of the e-learning tools projects are submitting their reports, and the reference models are finishing by the end of the summer. Almost all of the regional pilots have gone on into a continuation phase to help them embed their work and increase the impact of their project, and these are now due to finish between October 2006 and July 2007. 

Online tools

Under this programme JISC has funded the development of a number of online tools for use in learning and teaching. These include a chat system which provides structured prompts to aid academic debate, and tools to support reflection, assessment, and structuring courses. An article on the tools work can be found at:

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/etools
Lists of the tools funded under the two rounds of Distributed e-learning tools are available at:

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/del/etools1 and

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/del/etools2
Many of these tools can be downloaded from Sourceforge.net
.

Reference Model Projects

The first reference model projects are coming to an end and a number of workshops have been taking place. (More on these projects, and the e-Framework in section ??)
Workshop 1: Defining and documenting Services, Tuesday 9th May 

Workshop 2: Documenting workflow and processes, Tuesday 6th June 

Workshop 3: Submitting your Reference Model to e-Framework, Tuesday 18 July

Regional Pilots

Much of the work carried out under the Distributed e-Learning Programme is being built on in the Capital Programme. To support this, some of the initial lessons learned by the regional pilots were synthesised as part of a briefing paper for bidders into the first call of the capital programme. The briefing paper can be found at: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/capital_bp_elearn.html 

Further information on the range of activities funded under this strand – 
http://www.jisc.ac.uk/programme_edistributed.html 

2.2 e-Learning Capital Programme

Sarah Davies
Work on the e-Learning Capital Programme is now in full swing. We have been overwhelmed by the response to the first call for projects (on the cross-institutional use of e-learning to support lifelong learning), which closed on 22 June. The marking and selection process is well underway, and it is expected that bidders will be notified by the end of July. 

The selection process for the first round of projects in the Higher Education Academy Subject Centres is complete, and work has started on the projects. These build on the Subject Centres’ successful work under the Distributed e-Learning Programme, and include work on e-learning tools, reuse and sharing of learning resources, e-portfolios and the learner experience.
The next circular for the Capital Programme is due out at the end of September, with a closing date of 23 November. The e-learning projects requested in that call will include a strand of HE in FE projects, and a series of regional workshops has already been held to brief and consult with FE colleges on this area of work. 
Further information on this strand is available at: http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/programmes/he-in-fe 

Other projects to be requested in the September call will include further work on reference models, and large-scale demonstrators.

Further information on the e-Learning Capital Programme is available on the JISC website at:

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elcapital.html 

2.3 e-Learning and Pedagogy 

Design for Learning Programme
From Ros Smith 30/6/06

The Design for Learning Programme is now underway with projects exploring and developing the use of learning design tools for learning and teaching.  Information about the programme is available http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_designlearn.html  
Briefing paper on Design for learning programme http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/Designforlearning.doc 

Learner Experiences of e-Learning
The Pedagogy strand is funding two studies which are exploring the learner experiences of using technology for formal and informal learning. These projects will be reporting their outcomes in August 2006 and information about these projects and findings to date can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_learneroutcomes.html
A synthesis of the two learner experience projects will be available early autumn, together with five video clips of individual learners’ experiences of using technology. These will form part of a new publication, “The Learner’s Voice” to be published spring 2007. 
More information from www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_learneroutcomes.html 
 

e-Assessment

The Pedagogy strand is funding the development of a Roadmap for e-Assessment which looks to provide an overview of the current drivers and barriers to e-assessment in post-16 education. The JISC Organisational Support committee has funded two complementary projects on e-assessment practice. A glossary of assessment terminology for schools, post-16 and higher education sectors has been developed with QCA. A set of e-assessment case studies of innovative and effective practice are also being produced. Information about these activities can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_assessment.html.

Effective Practice with e-Assessment 

From Ros Smith 30/6/6

Production of a publication on the role of technology in supporting assessment is now underway. ‘Effective Practice with e-Assessment’ builds on the research undertaken for the JISC Roadmap for e-Assessment, and together with case studies of effective practice and  an overview of JISC activity in this area, will be available late autumn. You can register your interest in the publication at www.jisc.ac.uk/assessment.html  

CAA Conference 

Lou McGill

JISC was a sponsor of this conference in Loughborough on 4/5th July http://www.caaconference.co.uk/ .  The e-learning team led a presentation which provided an overview of work in the area of e-assessment. The presentation aimed to pull together activities and outputs from across JISC to offer a coherent picture of the significant amount of work in this relatively mature area of e-learning. The presentation is available from the JISC assessment page http://www.jisc.ac.uk/assessment.html . 

A printed overview document was produced to accompany this and was available on the JISC stand where the e-assessment glossary www.vyvhopescott.co.uk/jgloss was launched. 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/uploaded_documents/ACFC6B.pdf 
Online conference

‘Innovating e-Learning 2006’ was based on the work of the Pedagogy and Innovation strands of the JISC e-Learning Programme and ran between 27-31 March 2006. Work is now underway to produce three e-books summarising the discussions and presentations from the conference. These will be available from the JISC website in Autumn.
Highlights from the online conference may be found on http://www.elearning.ac.uk/jisconlineconf1 

Pedagogy Experts Group
The most recent meeting of this group took place on 27th June and included sessions on Design for learning, Learner experiences of e-Learning, and e-Learning and Innovation.

Further information and the presentations and papers –

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elp_expertsjune06.html  

e-Learning and Pedagogy Experts Group

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elearning_experts 

Spring 2006 update on the work of the e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news_folder/springupdate 
Further information on the range of activities funded under this strand – 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elearning_pedagogy 

2.4 e-Learning and Innovation 

Sarah Knight
The Innovation strand is currently exploring the impact of mobile and wireless technologies on learning and teaching practice and on the institutions that support it. Outcomes from this strand to date are ‘A Landscape study on the use of mobile and wireless technologies for teaching and learning in the post-16 sector’, case studies of innovative practice, and the publication ‘Innovative Practice with e-Learning’. These resources are available from www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_outcomes.html and www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_practice.html.

 ‘Designing Spaces for Effective Learning’ was released in March 2006. This visually-rich publication is designed to assist managers in understanding the role of learning technologies in refurbished or new build physical learning spaces. More information can be found at www.jisc.ac.uk/eli_learningspaces.html.

A number of workshops are taking place on this theme, see Section 1 Forthcoming Events above for more detail. 
Further information on this strand – 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elearning_innovation 

2.5 Frameworks and tools strand
The Framework and Tools Strand is concentrating on the production and testing of a common technical framework to underpin e-learning systems and developing integration toolkits to support the adoption of the e-Framework. The e-Learning Framework (ELF) which was developed under this strand now underpins and is part of the larger e-Framework for Education and Research (see below) This incorporation does not affect this strand’s current work plan which will continue with iterative cycles of toolkit development followed by demonstrator projects that focus on the learning and teaching domain. The third set of toolkit and demonstrator projects are now underway and expect to complete in July 2006. 
The first Reference Model projects, funded through the DeL programme, have been granted extension funding until the end of the summer. 
For more on these projects see http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/refermodels2 
For more on this strand - http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elearning_framework
e-Framework

Following Tish Roberts’ appointment as Director of the e-Learning Programme, 

Susan Kumari has taken over as Programme Manager for the e-Framework. Her contact details are -
Email: 

mailto:s.eales@jisc.ac.uk" 
s.kumari@jisc.ac.uk

Mobile:   +44 (0)7792 910 029

Office Number:   +44 (0) 207 848 1805 
The latest update e-Framework update July 2006 on the e-Framework Initiative from Jon Mason, editor of the e-Framework for Education and Research includes news on -
· the latest partners to join the e-Framework Initiative - the New Zealand Ministry of Education (MoE) and the Netherlands SURF Foundation.
· a co-operation agreement between the IMS Global consortium and the e-Framework for Education and Research Initiative 
· the first round of repository trials taking place involving the RUBRIC Project partners
· an announcement from the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C)that that Web Services Addressing 1.0 - consisting of the Core specification and the SOAP Binding - is a W3C Recommendation
· a discussion about the importance of agility and composability for SOA
· and information on a number of events

To receive a copy of the newsletter, join the e-framework jiscmail list at e-framework@jiscmail.ac.uk.

For more on the e-Framework see - http://www.e-framework.org/news/
2.6 e-Learning Transformation Programme in Scotland

Lou McGill 6th July 2006

The six SFC e-Learning Transformation Projects are currently at the mid-point of their work after investing significant energy engaging with the concept of transformation as it applies to their own institutions. The projects are now focussed on implementing activities and developments across all partnership institutions and are due to report on early experiences, barriers and successes. 

Most projects have begun disseminating to the wider Scottish and UK community and some have begun to offer early methodologies and resources to institutions outside their formal partnerships. A strength of this programme is the high level of co-operation and collaboration across projects where common themes have emerged.

Projects provided input to a CETIS EC SIG meeting in March http://www.cetis.ac.uk/members/educational_content/past_meetings/16th_Meeting which focussed on transforming practice through e-learning.

They also participated in the Learner Driver Conference http://www.thelearnerdriver.org.uk/media.htm in June led by the Scottish RSC’s. The latter provided an early opportunity to engage with the wider sector to disseminate early outcomes and to hear about a transatlantic perspective on the transformation of learning by Dr Carol Twigg, President and CEO of the National Center for Academic Transformation, New York. The Scottish Funding Council also arranged a meeting for the projects with Dr Twigg to discuss the different approaches to transformation. 

A symposium on transformation will be led by the SFC and transformation projects at ALT-C in September.

Further information –

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearning_sfc.html 

2.7 Digital Libraries in the Classroom Programme (DLiC)

Lou McGill July 2006

This programme was jointly funded by JISC and the National Science Foundation (NSF) in the United States.  The overall aim of the programme has been to demonstrate how innovative applications of emerging information technology and digital resources can transform teaching and learning as well as explore the potential for partnerships across the Atlantic. Four projects began in 2003 and will run to 2008. The final 2 years are funded by the institutions themselves to encourage and ensure ongoing sustainability.

The projects are currently coming to the end of the first, funded, phase and are working to embed the transformational change within institutional practice. Additional funding has been provided to disseminate at a Programme level, although all teams have been disseminating work internationally throughout the life of the projects. This dissemination will take the form of four Programme Roadshows in the UK in 2007 accompanied by videos of classroom practice.

Further information – 

http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=programme_dlitc
2.8 Exchange for Learning Programme (x4l)

Lou McGill July 2006
The X4L Programme commenced in 2002. A total of 31 projects were funded from across the UK in two phases, involving more than 100 institutions and teams from colleges, universities, libraries, JISC Services, local authorities and commercial companies. The Exchange for Learning Programme centred on the creation, sharing and repurposing of reusable learning materials. The staff development resources created by the projects have been collated and are linked to from the Exchange for Learning web page at: http://www.jisc.ac.uk/programme_x4l.html
2.9 MLEs for Lifelong Learning Final Report
This three year programme completed in July 2005. The programme aimed to explore the issues associated with developing learner environments to support the seamless movement of the learner between and across education sectors and institutions.
All project outputs, including final reports, case studies, scenarios and briefing papers may be found on http://www.elearning.ac.uk/mle 

3.0  News from JISC Infonet

Change Management Resource Launched by JISC infoNet

19 May 2006

Gill Ferrell

Change is all around us in the education sector. Living with change and managing change is an essential skill for all and using technology to improve the quality of the learning experience brings its own set of challenges.  This practical guide draws on experience from across the sector (including the JISC X4L projects).

http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/infokits/change-management
ALT-C 2006 Short Paper:  Designing Spaces for Effective Learning

5-7 September 2006

Jacquie Kelly and Janette Hillicks, JISC infoNet

Participants will explore some new resources offering guidance on technology-rich physical learning space design.  They will be introduced to examples of good practice from across the sector and be assisted in identifying strategies for effective planning and implementation of new or refurbished spaces.  The session will introduce an online resource currently under development to supplement the JISC Designing Spaces for Effective Learning publication.

http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2006/programme.html 

http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/infokits/learning-space-design 

ALT-C 2006 Workshop:  CAMEL, is that one hump or two? A critical reflection on cross sector learning.

5-7 September 2006

Gill Ferrell and Jacquie Kelly from JISC infoNet and representatives from the CAMEL Institutions and Partners

CAMEL (Collaborative Approaches to the Management of e-Learning) is exploring the development of a Community of Practice (CoP) amongst practitioners working on aspects of promoting Lifelong Learning across institutions.  A panel of CAMEL participants will outline their approach to the development of a CoP (using a model based on a Uruguayan farmers’; self-help group) and explore initial findings.

http://www.alt.ac.uk/altc2006/programme.html
http://www.jiscinfonet.ac.uk/camel 

4. Other news from e-Learning Focus
Below is a small selection of other new items that have appeared recently on the JISC e-Learning Focus web site (http://www.jisc.ac.uk/elearningfocus). 
What is a PLE? The future or just another buzz word?

30 June 2006

On June the Seventh, the Chancellors Conference Centre in Manchester provided the venue for an event hosted by the CETIS Pedagogy Forum to discuss a new and exciting topic, the Personal Learning Environment (PLE).

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news_folder/ple%20event 

Spring 2006 update on the work of the e-Learning and Pedagogy Strand

6 June 2006

This Update provides a brief account of current and completed activities from the e-Learning and Pedagogy strand of the JISC e-Learning Programme, dating from March 2006.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news_folder/news_item.2006-06-06.5747281489 

Legal advice on Open Source Licencing published

9th April 2006

A new FAQ on open source licencing has just been produced by JISC funded study.
http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news_folder/oslegalstudy 

Highlights from the first day of the Innovating e-Learning conference 2006

29 Mar 2006

The JISC Online Conference ‘Innovating e-Learning Practice 2006’ was launched with a welcome address by Sarah Porter, Head of Development at JISC, in which she laid out her vision for the e-Learning Programme.

(followed by updates from the next two days)

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/jisconlineconf1 

An Update from the e-learning and pedagogy and innovation strands

28 Mar, 2006 

A comprehensive update from the e-Learning and Pedagogy and e-Learning and Innovations strands, including details of the Evaluation of Generic Tools used in Learning Design report and the new Large Scale Implementation of Innovative technologies projects.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news_folder/pedupdatewinter05 

MLE briefing papers published

25 Mar, 2006 

Three briefing papers have now been produced as a result of the synthesis of the MLEs for Lifelong Learning Programme.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news_folder/mlebriefing 
Annual JISC Conference takes place

15 Mar, 2006 

'ICT is changing the nature of learning, teaching and research' says press release from JISC

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news_folder/jiscconf06 

New guidance on e-portfolios
20 Feb, 2006 

Four new guidance papers on e-portfolios have been produced by Helen Richardson and Rob Ward of the Centre for Recording Achievement (CRA), for JISC.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news_folder/news_item.2006-02-20.8425623602 

New legal study report

20th Feb 2006

The JISC 'Legal Study to Explore the Legal and Records Management Issues Relating to the Concept of the Lifelong Learner Record' has produced a new report which outlines the results of a consultation of selected professional associations on national developments regarding lifelong learner records and e-portfolios.
http://www.elearning.ac.uk/news_folder/legalstudy 
5 Features from e-Learning Focus

A selection from the period February – July 2006 
The Reference Model Approach - using services to meet our needs

12 July 2006

This article explores the role reference models are playing in the e-Framework, and describes the projects that have been developing this approach.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/refermodels2 

Metaphors for understanding the e-framework

12th July 2006

A light hearted exploration of how people think about technological concepts like service oriented architecture.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/feature.2006-07-11.6699700574 

e-Learning Support@The Higher Education Academy

19 June 2006

In this article Eddie Gulc describes the work of the Higher Education Academy and how it is working in partnership with JISC to support the implementation of the HEFCE e-Learning Strategy through a variety of initiatives.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/hea 

Tackling Sustainability

15 May 2006

For small open source development projects sustainability is always an issue. Project teams must constantly worry about where the next phase of funding will come from to continue developments. This article looks at some of the sustainability issues for technical development projects in the e-Learning Programme, illustrated with discussions from the recent OSS Watch conference, Open Source and Sustainability 2006, and looks at what JISC is doing to address these critical issues.
http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/sustainability 

Demonstrator Projects: Putting toolkits through their paces

15 May 2006

During 2005, JISC commissioned a set of eight demonstrator projects designed to take selected e-Framework for Education and Research Toolkits and integrate them with other systems. In addition to the technical integration work projects were also expected to conduct evaluations to gauge the quality and usefulness of the technology. This article discusses some of the first phase demonstrator projects, their achievements and the issues they faced.
http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/demonstrators 

Search Service Projects

24th April 2006

Neil Fegen, Assistant Co-ordinator of the CETIS Metadata Special Interest Group, provides an overview of the JISC funded search related web service projects and illustrates the potential benefits of this work with useful two scenarios.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/searchprojects 

Paul Bailey's reflections on e-learning

25th Mar 2006

Paul Bailey left his post as director of the JISC e-Learning Programme at the end of March 06 to pursue a different life. Glenaffric talked to him about his experiences, his views on educational technology developments in further and higher education, and his vision for the future of the e-Learning Programme.

http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/paulbailey 

� http://www.jisc.ac.uk/index.cfm?name=elcapital


� Sourceforge is available at � HYPERLINK "http://sourceforge.net/project/" ��http://sourceforge.net/project/�.
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